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A species of Coreus was active at the end of two hours, but was 
ultimately overcome. A large sized katydid was deprived of 
motion at the 'end of ten minutes ; Caloptenus spretus likewise in 
eighteen minutes. A dragon-fly (Libellulides) died in one hour. 
Spiders succumbed in one hour and fifteen minutes. The scent 
from the powder did not produce any bad effect upon insects sub- 
jected to its odor where actual contact was not possible. But 
when caried to the maxillae or mandibles, the effect is to produce 
complete paralysis of the motor nerves. The legs are paralyzed 
in regular order, commencing with the first pair ; insects will 
sometimes live for days in this condition, but death ultimately 
results from the introduction into the mouth of the smallest 
quantity. These experiments prove that all insects having open 
mouth parts are peculiarly susceptible to this powerful drug. 
And as a result, the writer does not hesitate to recommend the 
powder to housekeepers as a-n infallible agent in destroying the 
carpet-beetle and preventing its ravages. Twenty-five cents' worth 
of powder liberally sprinkled upon the floor before putting down 
a carpet, and afterward freely placed around the edges and never 
swept away, will suffice to preserve a large sized carpet. No ill 
effects from its use need be feared by the household, since if ap- 
plied in this way it will be only, poisonous to all kinds of insects. 
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VALENTINE. 



BY F. E. W. 



APPLE buds and blossoms bourgeon 
All the hill-side over; 
Rare and sweet the pledge and presage 
Nature gives her lover. 

Buds will blossom, blossoms wither 

In the summer's sun; 
Trees will blush with rosy fruitage 

When the summer's done. 

Harvest-time will come and gather 

Fruits and yellow sheaves ; 
Bud and flower and fruit will vanish ; 

Left to us, the leaves ! 



178 Recent Literature. [March, 

Leaves or blossoms — what doth matter ? 

Phases of one thought ; 
Leaf in spring is fruit in autumn, 

Bud-and-blossom bought. 

Earth has tree and fruit within it; 

Life and thought, the clod ; 
Stones spring up to love and duty 

From the sun-kissed sod. 

February 14th. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Comstock's Outline of General Geology. 1 — This neat little 
volume of 80 duodecimo pages, is peculiar and interesting, as it 
occupies a novel position among the many aids now furnished to 
the student of this most comprehensive branch of physical sci- 
ence. In his brief preface, the author explains its character, as 
an amplified syllabus of his elementary lectures to a mixed class 
in the University, who are required to gain a general familiarity 
with the facts and principles of geology, before they can enter 
either of the more extended courses, on Palaeontology and on 
Economic Geology, given at Cornell. It is designed as a handbook 
of classified statements and references, to be used in connection 
with lectures on the one hand and with collateral reading on the 
other ; and a blank leaf is bound in between every two pages of 
text, for diagrams, memoranda, etc. The general arrangement of 
topics is similar to that of Dana's Manual, save that Dynamical 
Geology precedes Historical. Under each minor division, is given 
an exceedingly concise statement of the facts and laws of that 
part of the subject/as recognized by the best authorities, and gen- 
erally also a brief notice of other or older views. This is followed 
by a series of references, made by numeral figures, to the Refer- 
ence List at the close of the book, in which about one hundred 
and fifty works, both general and special, including articles in 
scientific periodicals, monographs, etc., of particular value, are 
arranged, frequently with a few words of estimate, guidance, or 
caution, for the student. 

It will readily appear, from the mere statement thus given, that 
the hand-book of Prof. Comstock's has great value, if only for its 
references, apart from its condensed and carefully classified sum- 
maries of fact. As stated in the preface, some parts of the sub- 
ject are treated more fully than others. We may instance the 

1 An Outline of General Geology, with copious references. Designed for the use 
of both general and special students. By Theodore B. Comstock, B.Ag., B.S., 
in charge of the Department of Geology, Palaeontology and Economic Geology, in 
the Cornell University. Ithaca, N. Y.: University Press, J 878. 



